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to the vaso-motor centres in the medulla an immediate rise of arterial pres¬ 
sure took place.” We can see no sufficient reason for abandoning the gene¬ 
rally accepted idea that aconite has no vaso-motor influence directly, hut 
exerts its action principally upon the heart, lessening the frequency and 
force of its contractions (thus lowering blood-pressure), and finally causing 
its arrest in diastole. 

With the exception of the manifestly untenable theory—to which Dr. 
Poole’s readers, perhaps, will be inclined to attach less importance than 
he does himself,—the book is instructive, and, as a whole, abounds in in¬ 
formation upon points in physiology and the physiological action of drugs, 
that show the author to be familiar with his subject, and which cannot fail 
to be useful. F. W. 


Art. XXXVIII_ Guide to the Examination of Urine , with special re¬ 

ference to the Diseases of the Urinary Apparatus. By K. B. Hoe- 
mA xx, Professor at the University of Gratz, and R. Ultzmann, 
Docent at the University of Vienna. From the second editon. Trans¬ 
lated and edited by F. Forchiieimkr, M.D., Professor of Medical 
Chemistry at the Medical College of Ohio, Cincinnati. With illus¬ 
trations. 8vo. pp. Uo. Cincinnati: Peter G. Thomson, 1876. 

The same Translated bv T. Barton Brune, A.M., M.D., Resident 
Physician Maryland University Hospital, and II. Holbrook Cru- 
tis, Ph.B. 8vo. pp. 266. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1879. 

The “Anleitung zur Untersuchung des Ilarnes,” of Hofmann and Ultz- 
mann, of which we have here a translation, is a work which in Europe 
enjoys a merited popularity, and it is abundantly worthy of translation 
into our own language. With careful and conscientious labour the authors 
have prepared, as an outcome of a large personal experience and thorough 
familiarity with the subject, a guide to the analysis of the urine, which 
deserves a place in the student’s library, even in these times when “of 
making books there is no end.” 

At the beginning there is a short introductory, running over the history 
of the subject, after which is given a brief but succinct description of the 
macroscopical and microscopical structure of the kidneys and urinary 
passages; then a detailed account of the physical characteristics of the 
urine and the substances normally and abnormally present in it, including 
sediments and calculi. Following this are methods for exact quantitative 
analysis and for approximative analysis, and finally two chapters on diag¬ 
nosis—the practical application of what precedes them. As a whole, it 
constitutes a clear and comprehensive system ; its descriptions are accurate, 
its suggestions practical, its inferences reliable. Perhaps a few points 
might be improved, as for example if the fermentation test for sugar were 
given,, instead of the mistaken remark that it is difficult to carry out. 
Further, Mulder’s test (indigo-carmine oxidation) for sugar might be 
omitted, for, as we have ascertained by repeated experiments, it is entirely 
valueless, since the “characteristic” reaction may be obtained in urine in 
which there is not a trace of sugar. In giving the nitric acid test for 
albumen the authors adhere to the classic way of “underlaying.” Better 
than this, because more delicate, is the following plan : Put a small quan- 



1880.] Leishman, A System of Midwifery. 287 

tity of urine in a narrow test-tube, fill a pipette with nitric acid, close the 
end with a finger, thrust the point quickly to the very bottom of the tube, 
and allow the acid slowly to descend, and raise the urine upon it. In this 
way there is no mixture of acid and urine, and a sharply-defined zone of 
coagulation marks the presence of albumen. 

The chapter on concretions is a very useful one, giving a description of 
their formation, growth, metamorphoses, and how to analyze them. In 
this we have presented the view so ably supported by Ultzmann, that 
almost all calculi have a uric acid nucleus, and originate in the kidneys, 
other kinds being exceptional. 

It is certainly complimentary to the authors of this work that, at about 
the same time, two translations should appear in America; but it is unfor¬ 
tunate that one should be made by a German who does not seem to have 
a good command of English, and the other by Americans who are not 
quite at home with German. We trust that, in justice to the authors, the 
translators will speedily revise their works, and remove the numerous 
errors and literary blemishes, which render the English versions unworthy 
of the excellent original, and in many places misleading to the student 
who may consult their pages. C. W. D. 


Art. XXXIX_ A System of Midwifery, including the Diseases of Preg¬ 

nancy and the Puerperal State. By William Leishman, M.D., 
Regius Professor of Midwifery in the University of Glasgow, etc. etc. 
Third American edition, revised by the author. With additions by 
John S. Parry, M.D. With 200 illustrations. 8vo. pp. 732. Phila¬ 
delphia : Henry C. Lea, 1879. 

The death of the lamented Dr. Parry placed the preparation of this 
third American edition in the hands of another, and the volume, in con¬ 
sequence of his supervision, has lost sixteen of the thirty-two pages added 
by the former editor. The portions retained are : Dr. Parry’s remarks on 
extra-uterine pregnancy; Crede’s method of delivering the placenta; the 
use of the hand in occipito-posterior positions ; the Thomas method of 
replacing an inverted uterus; the forceps as used in the United States; 
the management of the funis; and venesection in puerperal peritonitis. 

Among the erased portions are the chapter by Dr. Parry on Diph¬ 
theria of Puerperal Wounds; an article on the early and frequent use of 
the forceps in the United States; another on concealed accidental hemor¬ 
rhage, etc. The whole work, by erasures, emendations, and condensation 
of plates, has been reduced some thirty-four pages, eighteen of these by 
the author. The article on the Ctesarean operation in the United States 
was also left out, which was well, as the record was entirely out of date, 
four years having nearly doubled the number of cases. 

We notice that the author adheres to the old term of “hysterotomy” 
for the Caesarean section, instead of that devised by Prof. Gardien, in 181G, 
of “ Gastro-hysterotomy,” the vaginal section of the cervix having the 
simple term “hysterotomy,” which we think a good distinction. We are 
rather surprised to find the author, who is no friend to the uterine suture, 
giving a preference for the generally discarded and condemned carbolized 
catgut. Not a word is said of the much-extolled and oft-repeated Porro 



